	
Background

It has been some years since we experienced a hard winter in the East Midlands.  However, forecasters are predicting a frosty autumn and winter for 2016/17, with colder than usual temperatures and snow associated with an incoming La Niña weather system.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Severe winter storms are very disruptive to all forms of transport, can result in power outages and are often accompanied by very cold temperatures.  Many people struggle to get to work and this can result in school closures and the suspension of deliveries and of caring services.
Scenario

Imagine that you live in a community that has been cut off by snow storms.  Reports suggest that the same conditions are widespread and that the severe weather is expected to continue for some days. A section of the community has also experienced a power cut and no indication of reconnection times has been received.  The local primary school has announced it will be closed until further notice as teachers are unable to travel to work and news footage suggests that all parts of the county are experiencing similar conditions or worse.
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